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Switzerland Extending Support to Tutin's Development via European PROGRES 
Tutin, 12 December 2014 – Swiss Ambassador to the Republic of Serbia Jean-Daniel Ruch visited Tutin on 11 and 12 December to familiarise himself with the results of the projects the Swiss Government co-funded via the EU PROGRES Programme together with the European Union. His Excellency also familiarised himself with the municipality’s development potentials and confirmed that the Swiss Government would continue to support Tutin and the area via the new development programme, European PROGRES. 
Tutin Mayor Šemsudin Kučević provided the Swiss Ambassador with an overview of the results this municipality achieved in the field of development in 2014 and its priorities in the forthcoming period. The two officials then met with the local businessmen to discuss the opportunities for forming business clusters and the joint market approach of the local companies. The Ambassador took the opportunity to promote European PROGRES’ Public Call for Proposals to support clusters in introducing innovative practices and marketing. He underlined that only projects bringing the citizens tangible benefits, primarily those contributing to the creation of jobs, can be considered successful. 
“Tutin is one of the youngest towns in Europe, which gives you an exceptional advantage – human capital wealth. It is up to you now to develop that capital, by facilitating access to education, business-related training, internships for students and, of course, employment opportunities. That is the only way to develop the region,” Ambassador Ruch said. 
During the first day of his visit, the Ambassador also met with the representatives of the non-government organisations, with whom he discussed the improvement of cooperation between the municipality and NGOs with a view to ensuring that the citizens of Tutin are provided with comprehensive and high-quality services. The Ambassador confirmed that Switzerland particularly supported the local self-governments’ endeavours to improve good governance through European PROGRES activities, noting that the active participation of citizens, especially of civil society, in local decision-making was one of the main principles of this concept.  
During the second day of his visit, Ambassador Ruch visited the “Poletarac 2” kindergarten. The European Union and the Swiss Government provided 161,000 Euro for the expansion and equipping of the kindergarten building. The implementation of this project was co-funded by the Tutin Municipality, which contributed with 51,000 Euro. 

The Ambassador and the Mayor also visited the Dallas and Jasen plants in Tutin and the new dairy under construction on the Pešter Plateau. He recalled that the local self-governments (LSG) can seek support for the overall improvement of their business competitiveness through European PROGRES activities. 
“Together with the European Union, the Swiss Government has and is planning investments in Tutin and inter-municipal projects in this area. That means that we recognise that your Municipality has the capacity to achieve good results in European PROGRES, but that it needs to prepare itself well, because competition will be fiercer. We need high-quality and sustainable projects that foster inter-municipal cooperation and create jobs,” Ambassador Ruch said. 
The European Union and the Swiss Government have through EU PROGRES alone provided over 500,000 Euro over the past four years to support eight projects in Tutin and its vicinity. These projects have helped improve the creation of a business-friendly environment, employment and social inclusion. 
The European Union and the Swiss Government have allocated a total of 24.46 million Euro to support the activities of European PROGRES, the Programme that will be implemented with a view to contributing to the sustainable development of the 34 South East and South West Serbian local self-governments until 2017. European PROGRES is implemented in the following LSGs: Novi Pazar, Ivanjica, Nova Varoš, Priboj, Prijepolje, Raška, Sjenica and Tutin in South West Serbia, and Prokuplje, Blace, Žitorađa, Kuršumlija, Leskovac, Bojnik, Vlasotince, Lebane, Medveđa, Crna Trava, Vranje, Bosilegrad, Bujanovac, Vladičin Han, Preševo, Surdulica, Trgovište, Brus, Aleksinac, Gadžin Han, Doljevac, Merošina, Svrljig, Babušnica, Bela Palanka and Knjaževac in South East Serbia 
Should you require any additional information, please feel free to contact:

Ms. Ivana Popović
Communication Sector 
European PROGRES

Cell phone: +381 (0)63 861 4542

E-mail: ivanap@unops.org
Program finansiraju Evropska unija, Vlada Švajcarske i Vlada Srbije, a sprovodi UNOPS u saradnji sa 34 lokalne samouprave

jugoistočne i jugozapadne Srbije.


