IPA 2014 Annual Action Programme for Serbia

The 2014 programme has been prepared together between the European Commission and Serbian authorities to identify the priority activities for Serbia EU accession to be supported by EU funds. The programme has also been extensively discussed with Member States and the main donors including IFIs and international organisations in Belgrade. Civil society has been also consulted. 

It is expected that the Financing Agreement will be signed, and implementation will start, in Q2 of 2015.  

The total amount of IPA funding allocated to the IPA 2014 Action programme is €115 million. 

Out of this amount, €2 million will be allocated for support to civil society under the IPA 2014 multi-country Action Programme. Part of the overall programme will be managed under indirect management for a total amount of €65.59 million. The other part for a total amount of €49.5 million will be implemented by the EU Delegation under direct management as well as with international organisations and IFIs. 

This programme represents a more focused sectoral approach. It contains 11 action documents covering 5 different sectors. A programming exercise led to the identification of the following priorities for IPA 2014 programme:

Democracy and Governance Sector (44% of all funds)

· Further support to PAR with a special focus on rightsizing of public administration.

· Support to local self-Governments to support regulatory and budgetary reforms.

· Support for EU accession through several Twinnings (indicatively 6)

· EU integration facility to support technical preparations related to accession negotiations and preparation/implementation of Serbia’s single project pipeline of investment for infrastructures in transport, environment, energy and business infrastructures.

· Support of Serbia’s participation to EU programmes.

Rule of Law and Fundamental Rights Sector (24%)

· Focus on home affairs: support to the improvement of rule of law by strengthening the migration and border control management. Among others, following the agreements in the Dialogue between Belgrade and Pristina, 3 crossing points will be constructed to strengthen border control management.

Energy Sector (11%)

· Focus on alignment with the EU energy acquis (3rd package, energy efficiency and renewables), regulatory monitoring and enforcement.

· Cleaner energy production: Implementation of emission reduction of thermal power plants.

Competitiveness Sector (4.5%)

· Improve access to finance for SMEs. An ex-ante assessment will be carried out for developing specific financial instruments tailored for SMEs, and business incubators will set up to support business needs of SMEs.

· Support to commercialisation of research with the aim to help companies develop innovative products and services.

Education, Employment and Social Policies Sector (16.5%)

· Support to improve youth employability and entrepreneurship.

· Improve social inclusion of Roma by providing better housing solutions and access to educational system.

· Support to develop integrated lifelong learning system, and also support to the on-going national reforms in education system.

· Finally, capacity to manage the future Erasmus programme will be developed.

On top of the allocation of €115 million for the National IPA programme, an additional €62 million is mobilised to assist Serbia in the recovery effort following the floods of May 2014 and of September 2014. This special measure will contribute directly to implementation of Government priorities in the post-flood period, both the recovery needs as well as upgrading the emergency response and prevention systems. The selected sectors include:

· flood protection, including flood prevention as part of disaster risk reduction 

· transport 

· energy 

· housing 

· income generation 

· further assistance to build the capacity of the Government Office for Reconstruction and Flood Relief

